Course Information: 

· Title: U.S. History and Geography I and Applied U.S. History and Geography I

· Course Description: 
· U.S. History and Geography I: This course will begin with Post-Reconstruction and end with the Great Depression.  Emphasis throughout the course will be on the major social, geographical, economic, and political trends in American history.
· Applied U.S. History and Geography I: This course will begin with Post-Reconstruction and end with the Great Depression.  The course will emphasize world history, geography, and current events of the regions cited above in order to provide the student with a grasp of the role of the United States in the world today.  This course is designed for those with reading difficulty.  Method of instruction will focus on reading comprehension and writing skills as well as strategies to improve those skills.
Units for U.S. History
1. Hot and Cold War, 1939-1960
2. The Upheaval of the Sixties, 1960-1975
3. Continuity and Change, 1968-Present

Text Available: America: Pathways to the Present                                                  Teachers’ E-mail Addresses: 
AKeller@hassk12.org 

MMcCann@hassk12.org 

Kschwartz@hassk12.org
Conference Period:  2nd Hour (MWF 9:08-10:09 & Tu/Thurs 8:58-9:49)
Classrooms: Mr. Keller B-213; Mr. McCann B-221; and Mr. Schwartz  B-214


Grading: 
1. Various assessments, homework, and the final exam are the only grades you receive in this course.  

2. Breakdown of Grade without Exam: Assessments (60%) and Homework (40%).
· An assessment will be any quiz, test, or other forms of deciding a student’s mastery of the material.
· Chapter quizzes will be in multiple choice format and will generally range from ten to thirty points, which is determined by the content value in relationship to the Michigan Merit Curriculum.

· Homework will constitute any assignment presented and due on a particular date.
· Homework assignments will generally have a ten-point value and will involve either reading questions, outlines, or questions from the text.  Teachers will use a variety of methods to check homework, which will include collecting completed assignments, issuing quizzes or other forms of traditional assessments, or “individual” checks that will be conducted at the student’s desk.

3. Grading will be on a cumulative basis (all points earned throughout the semester will be added together at the end to derive a semester point total).  Students must earn a minimum of 60% of the total semester points in order to receive credit for U.S. History.

4. Late Work: All late work will be accepted for a maximum score of a 60%.  If you score below that score, you will receive the lower grade.  All late work will be due by the conclusion of a unit of study.
5. Assessment questions will be constructed from lectures, assigned readings and review worksheets.

6. Assessments, based on the latest content expectations covered, will be presented frequently.  If a student misses the day of the quiz, they have to take it during the next seminar period.  If they wait until the second seminar after they have returned, they will receive 50% of what they score.  After two seminar periods, the quiz score becomes a zero.  (Missing two days prior to a quiz, will nullify this rule and the teacher and student will reach an agreed date for the assessment).  Regarding quizzes, students have two seminars to review their quiz with an answer key after the quiz has been scored.  
7. The final exam will be cumulative and worth 20% of your final.  Keep all worksheets and notes, as they will useful to review for the exam.  The final exam will consist of 100 multiple choice questions, which will emphasize areas of restudy based on portions of the Michigan Merit Curriculum that was mastered by the least amount of students.
8. There will be no opportunities for extra credit, which is a department policy.
9. Applied classes will have the same expectations and assessments; however, a different methodology will be used to teach the course.
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